News Week – Thought for the Day 24/09/12
This week we are going to be looking at news stories and trying to get the students to think about important questions which affect the running of our country and impact on our daily lives. I have provided three different news stories for discussion. The first is the killing of two British police officers in Greater Manchester, and the question that has arisen from it about whether or not the British police should be armed. This topic clearly need to be discussed with sensitivity and maturity, therefore I have also provided two further news stories for young forms for you to choose from. The first is the issue of licences allowing farmers in England to shoot badgers in an attempt to reduce cattle TB, and the second is ‘Has the Olympics actually changed anything in the long term?’
Each news story has a clip from Newsnight giving the main details of the story (details below). There are also news articles for the police and Olympic stories and I have created a fact sheet for the badger story. Please let me know which story your form will be looking at by Friday 9am at the latest so I can get the right hard copies to you.  
The clips for the news articles can be found on trinitytube in the Chaplain department. I have chaptered the right part of the Newsnight programme so you need to click on the right clip then choose the chapter tab on the right hand side and the section you need to watch will appear. 

Ideas for activities:
1. Debate: We will be looking at different news stories one week each half term this year. One idea would be to split your form in 12 groups and each half term two groups do a debate on the new story, one group for an issue and the other against. At the end of the week each group could be given two/three minutes to convince the rest of the form that they are right then the form could vote who they believe is correct. During the week you may want to do whole form discussions to come up with some pros and cons but not draw a final conclusion until after the debate. 
2. Group Discussions: Split the class into groups and ask them to discuss the pros and cons of the idea. As a form then write pros and cons on the board and ask form members to tell others what they are thinking. 


News Stories:

1. Shooting of two police officers in Greater Manchester. Question to discuss; should British police officers be armed?
Clips can be found on the chaplain page of trinitytube and you are looking for Newsnight 18/09/12. There are two chapters bookmarked, Part 1, which gives details of the shootings and Part 2, which is a short discussion about whether or not British police should be armed. Link to the right page is below. 

http://yourtube.trinity.internal/view.aspx?id=3781~4t~UYIQjDBC&from=Auth


2. The first licence allowing farmers in England to shoot badgers in an attempt to reduce cattle TB has been issued. Question to discuss: Should farmers be allowed to shoot badgers to reduce the risk of their cattle getting Bovine TB?
The news clip can be found on the chaplain page of trinitytube and you are looking for Newsnight 17/09/12. There is a chapter bookmarked ‘Badgers’. A link to the right page is below. 
http://yourtube.trinity.internal/view.aspx?id=3777~4y~AmgvJWFi

3. 	Lasting legacy of the Olympics. Question to discuss: has the Olympics changed anything in Britain long-term?
The news clip can be found on the chaplain page of trinitytube and you are looking for Newsnight 10/09/12. There is a chapter bookmarked ‘Olympics’. A link to the right page is below. 
http://yourtube.trinity.internal/view.aspx?id=3768~4y~AmgvJVFj



